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PgCert Academic Practice in Art, Design and Communication

Action Research Project Ethical Enquiry Form

Participant name: _______Tonia Vassell__________

Cohort: 4 

Tutor name: Lindsay Jordan 

	1. What is your research question?


What practices and strategies do my students use to focus on their work, and what can I do to help?
 


	2. Who will be providing you with information to help you answer your question, and how will you approach and/or select them? 

I will be approaching the students at LCC,  on the **** year *’s and *’s. (the *’s is to protect the students.
Having had small conversations with most of the students getting to know them this would be a great opportunity to understand them a bit more and in depth, most of them seem to have so much going on and a lot to think about trying to balance student life.
I’ve been supporting some of them with conversations and prompting questions on their study journey. I have asked a few if they would like to be a participant in the research to share methods and processes they use to help them focus. 
I will be inviting 6-8 students to take part. The idea is to get mixed backgrounds and cultures 

Proposing after the discussion for the students to go away and possibly try other methods mentioned by other students e.g. like practising mindfulness reading or listening to some motivational content. 


	3. What will you be asking participants to do? 

To enable transparency of sharing information I will explaining what the research purpose is for and how it will be used for my ARP project. I will be asking the students to join in, in a focus group having a creative, relaxed and informative discussion about ‘focus’. I will prompt some questions on an A3 sheets where they can add information and discuss. Then I will ask them to make suggestions to list ideas on what would help as intervention prompts for new students to use in the future as well as combining my thoughts to complete the final intervention.
In this space, they can share their personal preferences where I can identify the most popular struggle and disciplines that stand out the most.
A spider graph will be created where they can randomly write, sketch or draw onto focus question written in a circle. They will all contribute to the focus sheet adding, thoughts and ideas.


I will be asking their permission through consent forms to take part, providing and information on how to withdraw while still taking part if they wish to as an option.




Conversations and photos will be recorded with no faces to capture results to get a sense of the most popular methods. Encourage them this could be a learning outcome for their selves that will possibly propel them to achieve greater findings and a positive impact to approach their third year or further studies.


Notes below Questions for 2nd focus group. 

Would you consider turning off your phone for a few hours to study?

Have you tried turning your phone to silent. How easy is it to do this?

Listening to a type of genre of music / headphones or out loud

Do you prefer noise or quiet spaces? TV or radio noise

Home, coffee shop or library

Alone or with a friend

Before or after food

Addictions distractions mindful


Ask them how they prefer to learn and would they be willing to use tools, 




	4. How will you get informed consent from these participants?

To ensure students make their own choices and decisions I will request consent from the students. I have had some pre-discussions about gathering some students together about some research I’m conducting. I have asked them beforehand if they would like to take part. With the yeses, I have received I have told them I’m just finalising consent forms and will present them with a detailed information sheet soon. 

To keep the students anonymous, I’m thinking of a strategy to use their initials swapping them around to reverse so the surname initial is first, for example I’m originally TV but it would be changed to VT, or allowing them to choose quirky fun character names like Minney Mouse or Bart Simpson. 

I am planning to have faceless photos taken during the focus group.
 

	5. What potential risks to the interests of participants do you foresee and what steps will you take to minimise those risks? A participant’s interests include their physical and psychological wellbeing; their commercial interests; and their rights of privacy and reputation.

I will be assuring the students of the confidentially to the research: 
To help support the process I will present the students with a platform of opportunity for them to discuss how they would like to see additional protection as a work in progress to they have a voice also.
Risk 1: could be if I use their original name on a document and forget to amend it.
Minimise Risk: Make sure they have selected their chosen character from the beginning and work with the character name onto the end.

Risk 2: Unattended laptop with information
Minimise Risk: Making sure a screen saver kicks in every 1 min if screen time is unattended to protect documents

Risk 3: Naming the class and year group which makes them identifiable
Minimise Risk: I will remove all this information and suggest a class at LCC

Risk 4: A shy or uncomfortable student not willing to take part or feeling obligated to
Minimise Risk: Informed conversations and catch ups before the forms are handed out giving them verbal opportunities to not feel pressured to join the group.

Risk 5: Activity within focus group
Minimise Risk: Letting the students know that within the discussions they don’t have to answer all questions or even make suggestions but they can contribute to any role they feel fitted to be in to avoid embarrassment. Whether making suggestions or reading short questions.

Risk 6: Feeling vulnerable and need to exit on the day feeling pressured to stay
Minimise Risk: I have to run cards. Placing some random design cards staying ‘I have to run’ so it will seem like a professional exit, without an explanation needed to anyone in the group. 



	6. What potential risks to yourself as the practitioner do you foresee and what steps will you take to minimise those risks? 



Risk 1: Being alone in a vulnerable situation
Minimise Risk: Not being alone in a vulnerable situation


The focus group will be conducted in classroom with windows where passers-by can see through to accompany myself I will have one of my peers with me from my PgCert that will help video and capture information, I also be informing them of this support to my research this will also be logged on the forms.  




	7. Does your project involve children or vulnerable adults e.g. a person with a learning disability? 

/NO 



	8. How will you store the information you gather from participants? 
 
Taking care to insure I follow GDPR guidelines I will be careful to avoid students being identified I will store the information, of forms and recordings throughout the durations of the project will be saved as Initials with quirky characters names as an alias, I won’t need their student numbers.. I have a password protected vault within a password protected drop box on a password protected laptop. I will only need to finally keep the information fed back on discussions, trends and ideas for study. The day after summative assessment all the files will be deleted.

I could possibly keep influential result and most commonly used methods/ trends for development and information for future student’s tutorial groups and workshops.

I have a personal shredder so I can shred all the documents and forms when the project is over. 



I have decided by not going down the route of Learning styles completely excluded that and just focused on student challenges and realised this was a much better route. I shortened my question and applied it to my blog. 

I used the composite characters, and they were happy as they named themselves for example procrastinator, Nature walker etc and this would no way disclose who they were, I mentioned this in my blog. 

Phots with no faces was agreed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]An resource created for them to take away and use for support purposes and a follow up in 3 months time.
he composite characters and found it interesting. 

 I am aware its super important to protect the students as they have trusted me.




	I confirm my responsibility to deliver the project in accordance with the Code of Practice on Research Ethics of the University of the Arts London (the University). In signing this form I am also confirming that:

a) The form is accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.
b) I understand and accept that the ethical propriety of this project may be monitored by the relevant College Research body and/or the University’s Research Ethics Sub-Committee.

	
       Signed: ______[image: ]______________________  Date: ____10/Nov/2023_____


	I support this project and have reviewed it with the participant:

       Signed: ____________________________  Date: ____________
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